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Getting to Know the Holy Spirit

HELP: I want to Change My World

The Spirit Reaches the World through Us (Book of Acts)

*But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

1. The Spirit sends us to NEW PLACES (Acts 8:1-40)

Through seemingly unrelated circumstances

On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles
were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria... *“Those who had been scattered preached the word
wherever they went.

Through direct prompting

*Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza." *’So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an
important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had
gone to Jerusalem to worship, “*and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of
Isaiah the prophet. *The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it."

2. The Spirit sends us to NEW PEOPLE (Acts 10:1-48)

’ About noon the following day ..., Peter went up on the roof to pray. '’He became hungry and
wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. ''He saw
heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. It
contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air. *Then
a voice told him, "Get up, Peter. Kill and eat." '*"Surely not, Lord!" Peter replied. "I have never
eaten anything impure or unclean." "*The voice spoke to him a second time, "Do not call anything
impure that God has made clean." '*This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken
back to heaven.

Those we regard as “different’ from us

But who actually have a great hunger for God

Peter said to them: **”...May I ask why you sent for me?" *°Cornelius answered: "Four days ago I

was in my house praying at this hour, at three in the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes
stood before me *'and said, 'Cornelius, God has heard your prayer and remembered your gifts to the
poor. **Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the tanner,
who lives by the sea.' **So I sent for you immediately, and it was good of you to come. Now we are
all here in the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us."

3. The Spirit calls us to a NEW STRATEGY

'In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius
of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. *While they were
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the
work to which I have called them." *So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on
them and sent them off. (Acts 13:1-4)

Some are Sent/Some Stay



Geographical Expansion (Acts 16)

During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, "Come over
to Macedonia and help us." '°After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.

4. The Spirit leads us to NEW STRATA (Acts 16:13-40)
Classes of People

On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down
and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. '*One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer
in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's
message.

®Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit by which she predicted
the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling. '"This girl followed Paul and the rest of
us, shouting, "These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved." '®She kept this up
for many days. Finally Paul became so troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, "In the name of Jesus Christ I
command you to come out of her!" At that moment the spirit left her.

*"The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because
he thought the prisoners had escaped. **But Paul shouted, "Don't harm yourself! We are all here!" *’The jailer called for
lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. *’He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to
be saved?" *'They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household." **Then they
spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house.

Realms of Concern

--The Holy Spirit in Mission:
Prepares the way we go and the people we go to
Guides us as we go or stay
Confirms the message and the messenger



